 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1FROST PTA MEETING MINUTES

October 14, 2008

(To be approved at the November 2008 Meeting)

Attendance: Marti Jo Jackson, Lisa Rampino, Donna Greer, Regina Printz, Leslie Grottle, Susie Morningstar, Chrissy Rabayda, Susie Kaiser, Joyce Bouchard, Rita Manfredi, Cindy Krenlagi, Claire, Wendi Prothero, Zeimab Saleh, Therese Fournier, Elisabeth Franklin, Carol Pratt, Deb Metzker, Suzanne Sabin, Carol Patterson

I. The minutes from the June PTA meeting were unanimously accepted as written and presented.

II. The meeting was called to order by Susie Morningstar, PTA President, at 9:19am.  Cake and coffee were served to celebrate the birthdays of Susie Morningstar and Leslie Grottle.

III. Principal’s Report - Marti Jo Jackson
Marti introduced our new substitute AP, Liz Franklin, who is filling in for Anne Stokowski, until a permanent AP can be found . Anne left Frost, after 5 years,  in pursuit of a Principal position. Liz brings much experience and a new perspective to the Administration at Frost. Liz brings experience from both the classroom and the administrative end of the Fairfax County School System.
Deb Metzker was asked to speak about the after school programs. Deb oversees one of the richest after school programs in Fairfax County. It is a huge success, even on non-late bus days. The programs are going great and a cooking class has been added on Tuesdays, limited to 20-25 students. Over 300 kids show up each day. High School students often come over to help out. A track program will be added in the spring. Last year, all but 16 students showed up at least once last year.

Tomorrow the students will be released early, at approximately 11am, due to the PSAT testing at the High School level. The teachers will use the remainder of the day to work on Vertical Articulation, grades 6-9. Teachers, in the 4 core classes and foreign languages, draft their “points of discussion”. Non-core teachers will have in house training; integration of technology.

Notification of the early release was done through Frost e-facts, year at a glance calendar that went home during the summer, signs on the front doors and during the morning announcements. It was suggested that Marti phone the parents with a reminder of the early release. 

Morning announcements are no longer e-mailed to parents, but can be found on Blackboard.

Student Government started later this year, as a benefit to the students, in the hope of having them getting to know each other better. Campaign videos were made Thursday, posters were hung in the hallways and the voting will take place electronically, on Friday.  Ms. Mahmood and Mrs. Oberdorf are the student government sponsors. Marti is extremely proud of the students who are running, it takes a lot of courage to do this in Middle School. Student Government opens the children up to new activities and perspectives, while setting up a constitution.
Mock presidential elections will take place on October 31st, during Social Studies classes. 
Questions were raised about changing to a block scheduling system, Oakview ES is trying it in 6th grade, in preparation for attending Robinson Secondary School. Also, what are the possibilities of having single sex classes, studies have shown greater participation and better grades. 

This year the focus is on the budget, Fairfax County is working to reduce the budget again, so no new programs will be implemented. Frost will look to maintain as much of the programs and class offerings as they can, without disrupting the students.
IV. Assistant Principal’s Report - 

No report this month, other obligations to attend to this morning.
V. Faculty Report - 

No report this month, other obligations to attend to this morning.
VI. Treasurer’s Report - Leslie Grottle

The proposed budget for the 2008-2009 school year was presented, it has been posted on the school’s web site and was made available at Back to School Night. The budget committee met during the summer and decided to continue the Teacher Grant Program this year.

The budget was voted on and approved as presented. 
VII. Committee Report
Donna Greer, Student Directory: The Directory is about ready to go to print. Order one now, only a few extras will be printed, in order to keep costs down. They are $5. each, make checks payable to FMS-PTA.

Chrissy Rabayda & Susie Kaiser, Hospitality: This is Custodian’s Appreciation week, they were presented w/a goodie basket. Hershey kisses were given to the teacher’s as a welcome back treat. Health screening worker will be treated to yummy homemade goodies. Bus driver will receive popcorn and a note of appreciation. 

There are approximately 25 people on the hospitality committee. 

VIII. Old Business
Lisa Rampino, Bylaws Committee: The Bylaws were posted on line and votes were solicited from parents at back to school night. The revised Bylaws were approved as written by the general membership. They were submitted to State and approved. Also on the Committee were Chris Mavity and Colleen Olsen.

IX. New Business - Susie Morningstar
PTA Teacher Grants: This fall 24 Grant requests were submitted to the PTA. The Executive Board, less Lisa Rampino, along with Marti Jo Jackson met to reviewed the Grants. A brief review and vote was held for each Grant. Some considerations on determining which to fund were 1. The economy: is the request academic or non-academic? 2. Big ticket technical items were not deemed to be priority this go round 3. Who and how many students does it serve?. The Board proposes to spend $7500. in the fall semester and another $7500. in the spring.

1. Books for RRF - cost to be covered by FMS

2. Positive Behavior Support - approved $850.00

3. Smart Board for speech - denied

4. Chew on This BPL - approved $510.00

5. W & M conference for MUN - denied

6.  Mentor Works - approved $300.00

7. ASCD for Science Department - approved 251.40

8. Meaningful Watershed - approved $950.00, w/money to be dispersed in the spring

9. Presentation Cart for Special Ed. - approved $925.33

10. Chesapeake Critters - approved $2200.00, w/money to be dispersed in the spring (FMS may pay half)

11. Cold Was Recollections - approved $800.00, w/money to be dispersed in the spring

12. Incentives for extra math help - denied

13. Kagan Recourse Professional Library - approved $537.00

14. Graphic Novels for ESOL - approved $227.15

15. Middle School is Worse then Meatloaf - approved $363.72

16. Deaf Education Literacy Project - approved $769.00, only one unit at this time

17. 8th Grade Washington, DC field Trip - approved, w/money to be dispersed in the spring

18. Classic Literature for RRF - cost to be covered by FMS

19. Smart Board for P.E. department - denied

20. Warriors Don’t Cry - denied

21. Library Patio, Picnic Study area - approved $890.00

22. Hallway Book Return for Library - denied

23. Frost Beautification - approved $65.64, reimburse for expenses, deferred to spring

24. Frost News Show - approved $300.00

Grants approved $5989.00

Grant payments deferred to the spring $7347.00

Leaving $1664.00 available for additional Grant requests in the spring.

The next PTA meeting is scheduled for November 10, 2008

X. Adjournment - Susie Morningstar

The President thanked everyone for coming. The meeting was adjourned by Susie Morningstar at 11:25am.

Respectfully submitted by Regina Printz, Frost PTA Secretary

